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Mandatory Cattle Identification Program Q & A

1 Why is Michigan moving to mandatory electronic ear tags for cattle?

2 What organizations/industry groups supported the mandatory program?

3 How does a producer obtain a National Premises Registration Number?

4 How many premises shall I register?

5 Why is Michigan using the USDA 840 RFID electronic tags?

6 What will happen to the producers that are currently using 982 or 985 ear 
tags?

7 Do I need an RFID tag on my cattle that I slaughter for personal 
consumption?

8 Will producers in the Modified Accredited Zone (MAZ) have to pay for their 
RFID tags?

9 When we start using these RFID tags, do we continue to used the metal TB 
tags that we are currently using?

10 If I was selected for the random TB surveillance program, do I get a 
discount on my RFID tags?

11 Can producers order tags without a premises number?

12 What is the official date for using RFID electronic tags?

13 Will producers need to have a Radio Frequency Reader to read the tags?

14 Are terminal feedlots exempt from using RFID tags?

15 Will feeder cattle purchased from another state need RFID tags?

16 Will producers need to purchase a tag applicator?

17 How will producers be billed for the tags?

18 How much will the tags cost?

19 Where do I apply this new tag?



20 Do youth exhibitors in 2007 need their animals identified with RFID tags?

21 Will animals purchased out of state need RFID tags for exhibition in 2007?

Q.  Why is Michigan moving to mandatory electronic ear tags for cattle?

A.  Provides for faster intra and interstate animal tracking for disease control and eradication 
programs. 

●     May be required by USDA for moving the Bovine Tuberculosis Zones to higher TB 
status.

●     Part of the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) soon to be implemented by 
USDA.

Q.  What organizations/industry groups supported the mandatory program?

A.   
●     MDA, Bovine Tuberculosis Advisory Committee
●     MDA Livestock Identification Advisory Committee
●     Michigan Cattlemen’s Association
●     Michigan Farm Bureau
●     Michigan Milk Producer’s Association
●     Michigan Pork Producer’s Association 

Q.  How does a producer obtain a National Premises Registration Number?

A.  Producer’s can call Michigan Department of Agriculture at 1-866-870-5136 to receive their 
National Premises Registration Number.

Q.  How many premises shall I register?

A.  One or more, depending on whether or not you commingle animals. If you have two herds 
that are kept separately and never commingled, or located in non-contiguous counties that 
are miles apart, you may want two premise ID numbers.

Q.  Why is Michigan using the USDA 840 RFID electronic tags?



A.  The 840 RFID 15-numeric characters tag is a lifetime number assigned to an individual 
animal. The tag is never changed unless lost, and then the animal will be retagged at its 
current premises. The 840 tag is part of the NAIS program.

Q.  What will happen to the producers that are currently using 982 or 985 ear tags?

A.  These tags will be ‘grandfathered’ into the system. Once producers use up their supply, then 
order 840 tags.

Q.  Do I need an RFID tag on my cattle that I slaughter for personal consumption?

A.  No.

Q.  Will producers in the Modified Accredited Zone (MAZ) have to pay for their RFID tags?

A.  No, because these producers are annually TB tested, MDA will provide the tags.

Q.  When we start using these RFID tags, do we continue to used the metal TB tags that 
we are currently using?

A.  No, the RFID tags will replace the metal tags beginning March 1, 2007.

Q.  If I was selected for the random TB surveillance program, do I get a discount on my 
RFID tags?

A.  Yes, there is a 50-50 cost share for those selected for the random TB surveillance program. 
MDA will cover $1.00 per tag.

Q.  Can producers order tags without a premises number?

A.  No, because tags have to be assigned to a premises for traceability.



Q.  What is the official date for using RFID electronic tags?

A.  Starting March 1, 2007, all cattle must be identified with RFID electronic ear tags prior to 
movement from a premises.

Q.  Will producers need to have a Radio Frequency Reader to read the tags?

A.  No, both the front and back of the tag will have the 840 15-numeric characters printed on 
them.

Q.  Are terminal feedlots exempt from using RFID tags?

A.  No, terminal feedlots need RFID tags on cattle.

Q.  Will feeder cattle purchased from another state need RFID tags?

A.  Yes, if they are sexually intact (heifers & bulls) they will need RFID tags. No, if they are not 
comingled with any Michigan cattle and are shipped direct to a slaughter plant. 

Please note that they WILL need an interstate health certificate and be tagged 
individually before coming into Michigan. Once leaving the feedlot, they must still be 
identified with a metal ear tag. 

Q.  Will producers need to purchase a tag applicator?

A.  Yes, because RFID tags require a different applicator than bangle tags. If the applicator has 
the wrong pin, it will destroy the tamperproof tag when applied.

Q.  How will producers be billed for the tags?

A.  Producers will receive a bill from the Holstein Association for Allflex tags if those tags were 
ordered through MDA



Q.  How much will the tags cost?

A.  The cost of the tags is $2.00 each, and the applicator is $20.00.

Q.  Where do I apply this new tag?

A.  Apply the tag to the left ear following the directions supplied with the tags.

Q.  Do youth exhibitors in 2007 need their animals identified with RFID tags?

A.  Yes, any exhibitor after March 1, 2007 will need their animal(s) identified using
an RFID tag.

Q.  Will animals purchased out of state need RFID tags for exhibition in 2007?

A.  Yes, any animal purchased out of state and exhibited after March 1, 2007 will be required to 
have an RFID tag.
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